DOCUMENTS
GRANT OF RIGHTS OF TRADE IN GUINEA TO THE SANT-
IAGIANS. 12 JUNE I4661.
Dom Affonso V [etc.]. To all to whom this letter shall come,
we make known that prince dom Fernando, my most dear and
beloved brother, has sent to inform us that some four years ago
he began to populate his island of Santiago2, which is opposite
Cabo Verde, and that, because it is so remote from our king-
doms, people are unwilling to go to live there, unless they are
given very wide privileges and franchises and go at his expense.
He, knowing the great profit it would yield us and him, if the
island were thus populated, as he wished, in which cause he was
ready to go to much personal expense so as to carry it to perfec-
tion, and being hopeful of success with God's help, prayed us to
be pleased to grant him some privileges for them. We, having
seen his petition and having considered it carefully, believe that
we may thereby be very well served. And so that we may graci-
ously reward my said brother, we are pleased to command him
to be given the following privileges, namely: first, we give and
grant him civil and criminal authority over all Moors, black
and white, free and captive, and over all their descendants, who
are in the said island, although they be Christians, and this
while our favour continues. This civil and criminal authority,
which we thus grant him in the manner stated, is additional to
the authority which already before this we gave him in the
said island, as is contained in the patent of the said grant which
he has from us.
Furthermore, we are pleased to authorise him that hence-
forward and always the inhabitants of the said island may have
1 Torre do Tombo, livro das ilhas, f. av. Printed in Barcellos, Subsidios, i,
21-3, Translated.
* On 3 December 1460, King Affonso V had granted the island of Santiago
to Prince Fernando. Grant printed in Algwis documentos, pp, 27-8.
64